When I first heard about HIPPY, it was through a friend that had started to work with the
program. I was fascinated that such a program existed, and that it supported parents as
well as children. She told me that they were starting the Spanish version of HIPPY, and
knowing that my family speaks both Spanish and English, she asked if I wanted to
participate. Little did I know, this would be a wonderful adventure for the whole family!
Through HIPPY, I learned that I had so much more to learn, especially about educating
younger kids. I had considered myself to be creative, and yet was exposed to so many new
ideas and creativity which helped me educate my daughters so much more.
With each book and every lesson, the girls were exposed to new vocabulary and new
activities which stimulated their brains. Often we would do the activities once in English,
and then again in Spanish to make sure that they fully understood the concept that was
being taught. As my older daughter grew and was able to read independently, we would
often have bilingual reading time at night. I’d read a page in
Spanish, my daughter would read the same page in English,
and my youngest was in the middle receiving the story in two
languages. They often would desire to act out the stories and
perform their dramas for anyone that was willing to watch.
We ended up completing the full 3 years of the program, and
the benefits we received were numerous. First of all, it was a
bonding experience for all of us. What would sometimes be a
20-minute activity, would evolve into an activity lasting more
than an hour. We would add rhythms, songs and expand
upon the already amazing activities. Today my youngest is in
1st grade and my oldest is in 4th grade. I am proud to report
that both of my girls excel at school. They
are reading above grade level and continue
to make good grades on their report cards.
Their level of creativity is astounding; they
still love to draw and represent concepts
learned in sculptures, drawings and with
clay. I see so many of the activities that we
completed in the HIPPY program have an
effect on their school success today.
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