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Mary Lindsey, Ph.D., HIPPY State Director

This issue reinforces
our longstanding
emphasis on the importance of galvanizing all
of our resources, both
human and financial,
to sustain funding and
viability for HIPPY
programs during these
very difficult economic times. This past year,
we have addressed questions of where, when,
and how can we effectively communicate to
our communities and throughout Florida
that the HIPPY program effectively impacts
family involvement in
children’s learning and
development. Though
we realized there were
no simple answers, our
first step was to implement a proactive plan that
includes capacity building,
networking and advocacy,
and engaging in research
activities that will direct
the future of the Florida
State HIPPY office.

Capacity Building

The state office and local programs have been
involved in implementing a strategic plan that
will sustain and provide guidance for HIPPY
in the future. These efforts have been very
successful in assisting local programs in finding
additional resources in their local communities
that sustained them through these budget cuts.
Some programs established relationships with
other early childhood home visiting programs
in their local communities to stretch dollars
and serve more children and families.
Director’s Note continued on back cover.

Senator Nan Rich poses with HIPPY staff.
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Florida HIPPY
Community
Programs
A lachua

Gainesville HIPPY, Inc.

Bradford

Bradford County School District

Broward

Family Central, Inc.

Dade

Dade County Public Schools
Family Central, Inc.

Desoto

Early Learning Coalition of Florida’s
Heartland

Hillsborough

Hillsborough County Center of
Excellence, Inc.

M anatee

Manatee Community Action Agency
– Resource Connection for Kids

M arion

Marion County Public Schools

Palm Beach

Center for Family Services, Inc.

Pinellas

Pinellas Core Management Services,
Inc.

Sarasota

Sarasota Family YMCA

Florida HIPPY Research:
Research and Its Role in Advocacy
Diane Powell, Ph.D. & Marsha Black, Ph.D., USF HIPPY Researchers

Increasingly, both federal and private
funders are asking family support and
early childhood education programs such
as HIPPY to produce scientifically based
evidence of program effectiveness, with
emphasis on random assignment designs.
The HIPPY model has a strong evidence
base. HIPPY research expands more than
ten years and includes experimental and
quasi-experimental studies as well as an
extensive array of program evaluations.

HIPPY Model Development

• Developed in Israel for use with
immigrant populations
• Series of studies in 1960’s and ’70’s used
to test and refine the model
• Populations: Asian and African immigrants
• Methodologies: experimental design and
longitudinal
• Positive results on pre-academic skills and
elementary achievement scores

U.S. Department of Education
Studies

• Population: Latino, African-American
and Caucasian; New York and Arkansas
• Methodology: Experimental and quasiexperimental; through start of 2nd grade
• Outcomes: Cognitive skills, standardized
test scores, classroom adaptation
• Findings: For cohort I, significant and
educationally meaningful differences in
school performance at end of program
and one year later

Arkansas Longitudinal Study

• Population: 65% African-American,
32% Caucasian
• Methodology: Longitudinal: 3rd and
6th grades; quasi-experimental: matched
comparison groups

• Outcomes: Achievement test scores,
grades, attendance, teacher-rated behavior
• Results: Positive impacts on grades,
behavior and test scores at both 3rd and
6th grades

HIPPYCorps Child Outcome
Studies

• Population: English and Spanish speaking
children from 5 states
• Methodology: Pre-post test design
• Outcomes: PPVT: measure of receptive
vocabulary
• Findings: Significantly higher scores at
posttest

Florida HIPPY Parent Phone Study

• Population: 57% African-American,
29% Latino, 11% Caucasian
• Methodology: Parent report (phone
survey); comparison data from NHES
• Outcomes: Child pre-academic skills,
parent involvement activities
• Findings: Higher pre-academic skill
levels for HIPPY children; higher levels of
involvement in educational activities for
HIPPY parents

Texas Evaluation Studies

• Population: Texas HIPPY parents and
children
• Methodology: Pre-post parent interview;
Kindergarten teacher ratings
• Outcomes: parent involvement,
Kindergarten readiness
• Findings: Increased parent engagement
in home literacy and school involvement;
high levels of Kindergarten readiness

Other Findings

• Cost-Benefit Analysis: 1.80 cost-benefit
ratio ($1.80 in benefits for every $1 spent
on program)
• Washington Institute for Public Policy
• HIPPY rated as having “strong” evidence
base (highest category) by RAND
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HIPPY Health:
Health Literacy Initiative Concludes 2nd Year
Eric Biel, HIPPY State Health Coordinator

Providing HIPPY parents with information to help them better access medical and dental care for themselves, their child, and their family.
The Florida HIPPY Health Literacy Initiative
is concluding the second of the three year
pilot. Similar to the first year of the health
pilot, the sites were responsible for pretesting
and post-testing their parents; furthermore,
we found that the pretests this year were statistically similar compared to those from the
first year. Currently, we have a higher number
of matched-pair tests from the sites this year
which will build more solidity in the research
of the health pilot.
Additionally, allowing the ten participating
coordinators to select at least twelve of the
sixteen available lessons of their choice from a
“menu style” list proved to be a more favor-

able method opposed to having the lessons
predetermined. This method allowed each site
to customize a health delivery plan specific
to their site. Fresh ideas on enhancing the
current lessons and suggestions on additional
health topics were discussed among the currently enrolled HIPPY Health Coordinators.
Developing and maintaining a contact at
each site’s local health department proved to
be a valuable resource for those sites able to
accomplish this goal. Sites were aided with
supplemental activities and/or items from their
local health department that would enrich
the lessons being administered to the parents
each month. An appendix of the ideas shared
from each site on how they supplemented

and enriched their lessons is being compiled
and distributed at the beginning of the third
health pilot year in an attempt to spark new
ideas on ways to make a particular lesson more
enjoyable to families attending their health
group meeting.
Next year will include even more new lessons.
The same sites will be participating in the
closing year of the health pilot. The coordinators will still be allowed to choose the lessons
they think would be most beneficial for their
parents to receive information about. Even
with financial burdens and set backs, the
health pilot has proven to be a successful and
beneficial addition to the HIPPY model.

Palm Beach HIPPY Program Celebrates Graduates
DeMarchia Gibson, HIPPY Program Director, The Center for Family Services

On June 13, 2009, Gaines Park Community
Center and the Pleasant City Multicultural
Center hosted The Center for Family Services
Annual HIPPY Event, in West Palm Beach.
This year’s theme: “It’s A Small World”
celebrated parents and children in the HIPPY
Program for successfully completing the
program year. One hundred fifty-seven five
year olds graduated.

Lindsey. A special tribute was given to all
children as Jacob Cornelius, a former HIPPY,
sang a song to honor children followed by
a HIPPY Family Cultural Showcase, as the
Boca, Belle Glade, Roosevelt, Lake Worth and
Pleasant City sites presented individual family
presentations. The beautiful HIPPY quilts,
provided by our very own Alice Greenwood,
hung with pride in the background.

There was an official
program that began
with a parade of
flags representing
twelve countries,
followed by the
entrance of the graduates. Our Mistress
of Ceremony was
our HIPPY State
Director, Dr. Mary

For the first time, CFS’s Parenting Smart
Babies program, which serves families with
children birth to three, graduated toddlers out
of the Parenting Smart Babies program into
HIPPY in a bridging ceremony where nine
toddlers actually crossed over a bridge and
were welcomed into HIPPY by a home visitor
who gave each child a HIPPY t-shirt. The
program ended with a tribute to parents when
Shaneice Allen sang a special song to the parents. Our Executive Director, Dorla Leslie,

DeMarchia Gibson
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gave closing remarks and acknowledged our
guests, community agencies, funders – Children’s Services Council, the Board of County
Commissioners and the University of S.
Florida, volunteers, families and staff.
After the official program ended, families got
to circulate among more than twenty community agencies and enjoyed an outdoor carnival
complete with snow cones, pop corn, face
painting, bounce house, cotton candy, water
slide and games. Each HIPPY site led an outdoor game to include tug-of-war, three-leg race,
sack race, basketball, bean bag toss and spoon
obstacle race. Each year, for the past four
years, our families got to enjoy delicious food,
free to them, thanks to the Masud Temple #69,
currently led by Illustrious Potentate Alfonzo
Funderburk. The men of the Masud Temple
have without hesitation not only provided the
food, but also cooked and served the food to
over 450 families. We could not have a successful HIPPY Awareness Day without them.

HIPPY Mission Statement
HIPPY programs empower parents as primary educators of their children
in the home and foster parent involvement in school and community life
to maximize the chances of successful early school experiences.

Florida HIPPYCorps:
First Lady Opens National Conference
on Volunteering and Service
Brenda Brinson, HIPPY State Site Coordinator

Approximately 5,000 attendees were thrilled at
the appearance of First Lady Michelle Obama
at the 2009 national Conference on Volunteering and Service. The conference was held
in San Francisco, California from June 21st
to June 24th. Michelle echoed the sentiments
of President Obama who has made service a
central focus. Congress has passed landmark
bipartisan legislation that creates exciting, innovative programs and provides new resources
to expand service and civic engagement in
our country. One such program in Florida is
the HIPPYCorps project whose mission is in
concert with that of the President, which
provides opportunities for HIPPYCorps Members to get things done
in their local communities.
Two HIPPYCorps members
from Florida attended the
National Conference in San
Francisco along with the state
Director and state coordinator. They
gained valuable information, innovative
ideas and encouragement to continue to Get
Things Done! The two members representing Sarasota and Tampa are completing their
second term of service with AmeriCorps
and were selected among 35 members who
demonstrated outstanding commitment to
the goals of AmeriCorps, which are:
• Getting Things Done: AmeriCorps
members help communities solve problems

in the areas of education, public safety, the
environment, and other human needs.
• Strengthening Communities: AmeriCorps members help unite individuals
from all different backgrounds.
• Encouraging Responsibility: AmeriCorps members explore and exercise their
responsibilities to their communities, their
families, and themselves.
• Expanding Opportunities: AmeriCorps
members receive awards to further their
education or to pay back student loans.
HIPPYCorps members focus their service
activities in the area of education. They
spend numerous hours working with
parents on early childhood literacy
activities, identifying community
resources, organizing supply drives
and health education workshops,
walks, and fairs. They have been
very effective at bringing families
in targeted communities together.
In 2009, Florida HIPPYCorps members
have provided over 12,275 hours of service
to their local communities and received over
2,450 hours of training to help them expand
their capacity to serve. In addition, they have
recruited 134 parents to volunteer 1,521 hours
throughout the state! At the end of their term
of service, these members will have earned
$73,037.50 to continue their education.

Director’s Note
continued from front cover
Networking and Advocacy

We experienced the power of teamwork
and advocacy during the year with the
addition of four new members to our
HIPPY advisory committee. A partnership has been established with the
Florida Network on Disabilities which
expanded HIPPY into four new communities. In the upcoming year, I will
be exploring the possibility of forming
a partnership with Migrant/Title I programs to expand HIPPY into two more
counties during Fall 2009.

Engaging in Research Activities

The results of several Florida HIPPY
evaluations have shown the value of
HIPPY to parents, home visitors, and
programs. Numerous HIPPY studies
have shown positive child and parent findings using a wide range of
populations, methods, measures and
outcomes. We are now engaged in
a four year longitudinal study that is
designed to show the impact of HIPPY
on children’s academic performance.
The Florida HIPPY Longitudinal Study
will follow over 600 children through
the third grade and will address an
extensive set of outcomes including kindergarten readiness, grades in reading
and mathematics, third grade FCAT
scores, grade promotion status, school
attendance, and disciplinary history.
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