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Mary Lindsey, Ph.D., HIPPY State Director

It is with great excitement and optimism
that we present our new Executive Director
to our Florida HIPPY Network. As a way
of introduction, I thought that it would be
very helpful for all of you to meet Marvin
by referring you to his weekly email update
(www.hippyusa.org) that highlights his
communication strategy and the activities
and plans for the national office.
We are pleased to hear that HUSA’s strategic
organizational goals are in sync with those of
the Florida State HIPPY Office. For the past
two years, we have also focused on Growth
and Sustainability, Partnerships and Collaborations, Accountability, and Public Relations. Through a partnership with Florida
State Parental and Information Resource
Center of the Family
Network on Disabilities of Florida,
Inc. (PIRC-FND)
we have expanded
HIPPY to serve
children and families
in five additional
Mr. Marvin Schwartz
counties. The Florida

State HIPPY Office
is also involved in
building state wide
capacity to advocate
for public policies and funding
related to early
childhood home
visitation services
to children birth to
five. It is very exciting for HIPPY to be part
of an initiative that is designed to create a
statewide coalition that will work together to
build support for home visiting programs.
In order to assist coordinators in sustaining
their programs in this very difficult budget
year, we encourage them to develop a local
resource development plan. Some of these
programs have been successful in finding
additional dollars to expand and enhance
their program operations. Since Accountability is paramount to the continued success
of any organization, we are also continuing
our HIPPY Statewide Longitudinal Research
Study and expect to have some preliminary
results by the end of the year.
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Florida HIPPY
Community
Programs

Florida HIPPY Research:
Parental Involvement and
Performance Outcomes

A lachua

Florida HIPPY Longitudinal Study

Gainesville HIPPY, Inc.

Bradford

Bradford County School District

Diane Powell, Ph.D. & Marsha Black, Ph.D., USF HIPPY Researchers

Determining School Performance Outcomes for HIPPY Children in Kindergarten,
First, Second, and Third Grade

Desoto

The Florida HIPPY Longitudinal Study is designed to demonstrate the sustainability of
HIPPY’s influence on children’s academic performance. The study will follow five cohorts
of children (children who entered kindergarten in September 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007
or 2008) through the third grade and will address an extensive set of outcomes including
kindergarten readiness, grades in reading and mathematics, third grade FCAT scores,
grade promotion status, school attendance, and disciplinary history. Currently, there are
approximately 800 children in the study. The next step is to request the academic data
from the State of Florida Department of Education.

Gadsden /Leon /M adison

HIPPY USA A meriCorps Evaluation 2008-09

Broward

Family Central, Inc.

Dade

Dade County Public Schools
Family Central, Inc.
Early Learning Coalition of
Florida’s Heartland
Greater Frenchtown Area
Revitalization Council

Hillsborough

Hillsborough County Center of
Excellence, Inc.

M anatee

Manatee Community Action Agency
– Resource Connection for Kids

M arion

Marion County Public Schools

Palm Beach

Center for Family Services, Inc.

Pinellas

Pinellas Core Management
Services, Inc.

Sarasota

Sarasota Family YMCA

Assessing Parental Involvement in Literacy Activities and Volunteer Activities in
the Community
2008-09 is the third year that Florida HIPPY programs have participated in the HIPPY
USA AmeriCorps Initiative, along with California and Hawaii. Information on the effects
of the HIPPY program on parents’ perceptions of gains in their involvement in different
types of home and community literacy activities, early childhood knowledge and use of
HIPPY teaching skills will be collected with a parent survey for first-year HIPPY parents
and another for continuing HIPPY parents. The HIPPYCorps coordinators, home visitors,
and parent volunteers will complete a short survey designed to gather information on their
volunteering activities and experiences in the community and in the HIPPY program.

The Tampa HIPPY Children’s Growth and
Development Study

Assessing Gains in Children’s Receptive Vocabulary and Parents’ Involvement in
Different Types of Home and Community Educational Activities
This is the fifth year for this study which is being conducted (1) To explore the feasibility
of having home visitors administer a pre-literacy measure to HIPPY children; (2) To
determine the usefulness of the information gathered from the Peabody Picture
Vocabulary Test – IV; and (3) To assess the effectiveness of the HIPPY program
on parents’ perceptions of gains in their involvement in different types of home and
community educational activities. The study employs a pre-post design using the PPVTIV. Pretests have been received from 60 children and posttests will be administered in
July, 2009. Parent surveys will also be completed in July, 2009.
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HIPPY Health:
Florida Health Literacy Study
Eric Biel, HIPPY State Health Coordinator

Providing HIPPY parents with information to help them better access medical and dental care for themselves, their child, and their family.
This is the second year of the Florida
Health Literacy Study which is being
conducted to explore whether presenting
the Family Health Literacy Curriculum
(Copyright © 2006 by Henry Green,
Ph.D. and Denise Necoechea, Family
Health Literacy) in a group meeting
setting is effective for helping HIPPY
parents increase their health literacy. There
are ten HIPPY programs participating in
the study this year: Bradenton, Clearwater,
Gainesville, North Miami, Ocala,
Sarasota, Starke, Tallahassee, Tampa, and
West Palm Beach – Belle Glade. With

sixteen lessons to choose from, each of
the ten sites has the option of selecting at
least twelve lessons. Parents have shown
interest in ways to keep their children
healthy, information on food shopping
and meal planning, portion sizes, diabetes
in children, and dental problems in their
children. Families have also participated
in cooking healthy meals, and creating
puzzles that show healthy and unhealthy
foods to eat. Information on the effects
of the Health Literacy curriculum is
being collected with pretest and posttest
instruments completed by participating

parents. Currently, we have received
over 400 pretests and posttests will be
administered during April and May, 2009.

Florida HIPPYCorps:
Members Answer President Obama’s Call to Service!
Brenda Brinson, HIPPY State Site Coordinator

The Florida HIPPYCorps Initiative is
a collaboration between HIPPY and
AmeriCorps. The purpose of the initiative
is to encourage HIPPY home visitors and
parents to volunteer in their communities.
It also gives home visitors an opportunity
to earn education awards to apply towards
their educational pursuits.

guides for HIPPY families, volunteered
to read stories in community centers,
classrooms and childcare facilities. They
have volunteered at community events,
school fundraisers, and became classroom
aides. Members also served as translators
and Spanish teachers for HIPPY parents.

Throughout President Obama’s campaign
he stressed the importance and necessity for
Americans to serve. Florida HIPPYCorps
members and parents have answered his
call! Thirty-four (34) members at 10 sites in
Florida have completed 5,894 service hours
and 1,282 training hours since October 2008.

Not only did HIPPYCorps members
respond to the President’s call to service
but HIPPY parents have doubled their
volunteer activities from last year. They
have already logged 872 service hours
since October 2008 and are on pace to
complete more than six times the number
of volunteer hours logged the previous year!

In addition to their HIPPY work, members
have provided homework assistance to
HIPPY children and siblings, mentored
students, compiled community resource

Parent volunteer activities include: clothing
and food donation drives, classroom
helpers, community event workers, Sunday
school teachers, health awareness workers,
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letter writing campaigns for military,
community clean-ups, little league,
translators, and chaperones.

Spotlight on Service

As of January 31, 2009, HIPPYCorps
member, Laura Caro from Ocala has
completed 80% of her contracted service
hours and Martha Gomez of Lake Worth
has recruited 17 parents to volunteer 279
hours in their community. We applaud
the dedication and commitment of our
HIPPYCorps members, site coordinators and
HIPPY parents for their service and support
to their families, communities and country.

HIPPY Mission Statement
HIPPY programs empower parents as primary educators of their children
in the home and foster parent involvement in school and community life
to maximize the chances of successful early school experiences.

Spreading
the Word
Bradenton
HIPPY
Success Story
Antonia Bloise,
Bradenton HIPPY Coordinator

Since I am the HIPPY
Coordinator, I feel very pleased
when parents and people in
the community share positive
information about HIPPY with
me. Mrs. Perla Arreola called
me and said, “My daughter’s
elementary school teacher asked
me if I am doing something
special at home with my daughter,
Ashly Arreola. Ashly is doing so
well and demonstrating much
success in school.” Mrs. Perla
happily shared information about
the HIPPY program and would
like some flyers to distribute.
The teacher would like as many
children as possible to have the
opportunity to have access to the
HIPPY program.

Beating the Odds
Sarasota HIPPY Success Story
Jone Williams, Sarasota HIPPY Coordinator

DeShaun has beaten all odds. Born to a
teenage mother who is a drug user, DeShaun
was kidnapped at the age of 18 months.
His mother and father owed money to
the wrong people so they decided to take
DeShaun for collateral. An Amber alert
was sent out describing the car and person.
Days later, an unknown person spotted
the car at a hotel in Orlando, Florida. The
police found DeShaun and returned him
to DCF authorities. DCF contacted Penny
Ousley at the request of the mother who
is now incarcerated. The child was placed
in Ms. Ousley’s care until further review.

When DeShaun turned three he started the
HIPPY program. Two years ago Ms. Ousley
adopted DeShaun. DeShaun graduated
from HIPPY in August 2008. He entered
kindergarten full of energy, excitement, and
enthusiasm. His teachers told Ms. Ousley
just from talking to DeShaun they knew
he was gifted. By September, DeShaun was
placed in a gifted kindergarten program.
Ms. Ousley has always been a supporter of
Sarasota HIPPY before she started working
with DeShaun, she would volunteer at group
meetings, special events and graduation.

“Thanks to HIPPY”
Belle Glade HIPPY Success Story
Aracely Aguilera, Belle Glade HIPPY Parent

Hello, my name is Aracely Aguilera and
I want to talk a little about my child, her
name is Galilea. I never wanted to send
her to pre-k because I always thought that
I wanted to be the first teacher for my
daughter. When Ms. Calderon came to
my home and told me about her job, I was
very interested because she was telling me
exactly what I wanted for my daughter.
Ms. Calderon started visiting my home

continuously since last March for 28 weeks.
Since that time, I have been working hard
and teaching my daughter exactly how Ms.
Calderon teaches me. Now my daughter
Galilea has started Kindergarten and I feel
so happy because I know that now she is
ready for school. I want to say thank you to
Ms. Calderon and the HIPPY program for
the help that they gave me and my daughter.
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