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Florida HIPPY had the distinct pleasure of meeting the new
HIPPY USA Executive Director, Dr. Staci Croom-Raley as she
greeted all Florida HIPPY participants during the opening session
of the 2017 Florida HIPPY Leadership Training and Development
conference held in Orlando. The theme Mission Possible: HIPPY
Graduates echoes the words of HIPPY Founder, Dr. Avima
Lombard, “Every program begins with an idea and a person.” The
2017 conference was designed to share ideas and to personally
connect with coordinators, home visitors, and other professionals.
The workshops were also designed to support the mission of HIPPY that all children can
learn and that parents are indeed their first and most important teacher. Further, to make
it possible for preschool children to graduate from HIPPY with skills that will propel
them to greater heights and success for the rest of their lives.
The closing session of this year’s conference featured Dr. Thomas Moore, nationally
recognized as an early childhood consultant, author, and children recording artist. In
fact, Dr. Moore convinced the audience that we could learn to sing opera, dance, and
play music in just one hour. His theme, we are all one, left us energized and ready to
return to our workplace more committed than ever to make sure we continue to work
together to find resources that will grow HIPPY in Florida.
The following comments from the conference evaluations tell us why we know that the
2017 conference was an educational and life learning success:
“Everything from the session about being creative in role play! There were great
ideas about keeping the job fun for home visitors and parents.”
“How to change my attitude and doing things better with the use of technology.”

FloridaHIPPYStateOffice

“How important it is to get fathers involved in their child’s life and education.”

FloridaHIPPY

“The most important thing I learned in participating in this training was to be
able to adapt to change and to always be open to new ideas.”
Thank you to everyone who helped to make the 2017 conference an incredible and
lasting learning experience. A special thank you to the staff, coordinators, advisory
committee, and home visitors for all you do for children and families in Florida.
Speaking of the advisory committee that supports the state office activities, one of the
highlights was honoring Mrs. Barbara Samuel, former advisory committee chair for
many years of service and also serving on the HIPPY USA Board of Trustees.

A Memorable Conference
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Tom’s favorite book
is Where’s Spot.
Tom reads this book
himself using his
words. The only
word you really
recognize is NO,
Tom Re ed
but he sounds like a
IP PY
from Ocala H
s!
bear, snake, hippo,
ok
bo
re ad 400
lion, monkeys,
alligator, penguins, and turtles. He tells the
story his way – Reading Steps!
— Karen Reed, Tom’s grandmother
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While reading
we’ve gone on hot
air balloon rides,
piloted planes,
witnessed real
dinosaurs, met
aliens, extracted
sap from a maple
tree in snowy
Canada, and ran
alongside lions on a safari. These are things
we may never do in real life, but we are there.
Reading opens our imaginations and
our discussions.
— Jennifer Ward Pelar, Emma’s mother
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Participated

Florida HIPPY
Programs

HIPPY
Programs
Participated

Alachua School Board of
Alachua County
Bradford Bradford County
School District
Broward Family Central, Inc.
Collier Early Learning Coalition
of Miami-Dade/Monroe
Desoto Sarasota Family
YMCA, Inc.
Franklin North Florida Child
Development, Inc.
Gadsden Gadsden County
School Board
Gulf North Florida Child
Development, Inc.
Hamilton Hamilton County
School Board
Hardee Sarasota Family
YMCA, Inc.
Hillsborough University of South
Florida;
Bible-Based Fellowship
Church of Temple Terrace
Liberty North Florida Child
Development, Inc.
Manatee Manatee Community
Action Agency- Resource
Connection for Families
Marion Marion County Public
Schools
Miami-Dade Miami-Dade County
Public Schools;
Family Central, Inc.
Monroe Early Learning Coalition
of Miami-Dade/Monroe
Counties
Palm Beach Community Partners
Pinellas R’Club Child Care, Inc.
Putnam Communities in Schools
of Northeast Florida
Sarasota Sarasota Family
YMCA, Inc.

HIPPY Mission Statement
HIPPY partners with parents to prepare
their children for success in school.

HIPPY Success!
HIPPY Helped Me Teach My Child Spanish
When Emma was 6 months old, I started
teaching her Spanish. So when my husband
breezed in one afternoon with a job offer
for Miami, I didn’t blink twice. We could
practice Spanish! We would be bilingual, but
was I ever in for a surprise. Everyone in the
Miami area already spoke Spanish!
Having a monolingual household, and
attempting to raise a bilingual child, posed
one challenge after another. The local libraries
offered no classes for children in Spanish,
only adults. I scrambled for Spanish speaking teachers but they
charged so much, I was better off watching YouTube. I was lucky
to get a few Spanish speaking baby-sitters and for each one of
them I am eternally grateful. Discouraged and disheartened, I
continued to read to Emma in Spanish. Often mispronouncing
the words, we both learned new vocabulary. I continued to speak
in Spanish with anyone who would listen, including my child,
even when I spoke incorrectly.
My neighbor introduced me to the HIPPY program. Now
we were able to practice a secondary language, and I knew for
a fact I was using the correct verb tenses because they were

written on the paper for me to read! The ideas
in HIPPY are creative and fun, and I don’t
need to spend much money on the activities.
I am able to spend quality time with my child
without stress, and while teaching her. And
of course, I adore the time I am able to work
with my home visitor. I learn so much from
her—how to teach my child, how to interact,
and how to encourage.
Reading in any language increases my
child’s vocabulary. It reinforces values, manners,
morals and lessons while reviewing learning. We practice language
and sounds. Reading introduces new scenarios and ideas. While
reading we’ve gone on hot air balloon rides, piloted planes,
witnessed what real dinosaurs looked like, met aliens, discovered
how to extract sap from a maple tree in snowy Canada, and ran
alongside lions on a safari. These are things we may never do in
real life, but for the few minutes before bedtime, we are physically
there, engrossed in the story where Smurfs are real and princesses
share their tea. It opens our imaginations and our discussions. The
comprehension of the story is a lesson in itself. With the help of
the HIPPY program, I truly believe we will succeed.
—Jennifer Ward-Pelar, N. Lauderdale Parent

HIPPY WORKS!!

How Can I Help? Make a Donation Today!
Checks payable to: USF Foundation (Memo Line: Acct # 530004 HIPPY Services Fund)
Please send all donations to: Florida HIPPY Foundation Account, 13301 Bruce B. Downs Blvd., MHC 2113A, Tampa, FL 33612
The USF Foundation is a not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization.

Supported by funds from The Children’s Board of Hillsborough County and Florida’s
Office of Early Learning in collaboration with the University of South Florida.
Events, activities, programs, and facilities of the University of South Florida are
available to all without regard to race, color, marital status, sex, religion, national
origin, disability, age, Vietnam or disabled veteran status as provided by law and in
accordance with the University’s respect for personal dignity.

