Sum

HIPPY Changes Lives

016

Mary Lindsey, PhD, State Director

FLORIDA
Florida HIPPY Training &
Technical A ssistance Center

College of Behavioral and Community Sciences
University of South Florida
13301 Bruce B Downs Blvd, MHC 2113A
Tampa, Florida 33612
Phone (813) 974-2177
Fax (813) 974-6115

http://floridahippy.fmhi.usf.edu
State Director
Mary Lindsey, PhD
Lindsey@usf.edu

A ssistant State Director
Dabaram Rampersad
Rampersad@usf.edu

HIPPY USA

1221 Bishop Street
Little Rock, AR 72202
Tel: (501) 537-7726 Fax: (501) 537-7716

http://www.hippyusa.org
FloridaHIPPYStateOffice
FloridaHIPPY

me
r2

The Florida HIPPY State Office Staff, Coordinators,
Home Visitors, and Volunteers supported HIPPY
USA in hosting one of the most successful National
Leadership conferences in Orlando, Florida at the
Rosen Plaza Hotel. There were approximately 400
program leaders and nationally acclaimed speakers in
attendance providing and receiving information on
innovative strategies that will improve the quality of life
for children and families in the United States.
One of the highlights of the conference was the
testimony of former HIPPY graduate Leroy Butler, a
Sarasota middle school teacher. He credits HIPPY with
impacting his life in a major way, because of the role his
mother played in his life using the HIPPY curriculum
to get him ready for kindergarten. The event closed
with Dr. Thomas Moore, Associate Professor, with an
interactive presentation on how music can be
used as a developmentally appropriate learning
experience for young children.
Other significant highlights this year
included the statewide Read-A-Thon results
that recognized programs and families
that participated in the “100 Books in 100
Days” challenge. The winner from 2015-16
competition was Dominik Rechtorik from
the Hillsborough HIPPY Parent Involvement
Project who read 454 books! The total number
of books read by children and families in Florida
was 31,579. We expect the 2016-17 contest
to exceed these numbers as the Read-A-Thon
continues to grow each year.

Dr. Mary Lindsey
received the Avima D. Lombard
Award at the conference

Miranda Gopaul, N. Lauderdale
Coordinator with Johana Cavallo,
HHPIP Home Visitor

HIPPY Research Update
Ruby Joseph, Researcher

This year all 23 sites participated in the Longitudinal
Research Study. All sites used the Bracken School Readiness
Assessment as a pre and post measure to assess their children’s
understanding of early learning foundational concepts.
Sites also used the pre and post parent questionnaire which
measures parent involvement in their children’s general
learning and HIPPY activities. Pre assessments and
surveys were given upon enrollment and post surveys were
administered at week 25.
In March 2016, the Florida HIPPY Training and Technical Assistance Center staff presented
research findings at the National Research and Policy Conference on Child, Adolescent, and Young
Adult Behavioral Health that was held in Tampa, Florida. In addition, Florida HIPPY research
findings and the HIPPY/ CARD collaboration on how HIPPY may serve children were autism, were
presented during the National Leadership Conference in April 2016. These presentations highlighted
the following 2014-15 research findings.
• Eighty-nine percent of HIPPY children in the Florida HIPPY Longitudinal Study were ready for
kindergarten in the 2013-2014 academic year;
• Florida HIPPY children made significant progress from pre to post in their Bracken School
Readiness Assessment scores with 65% of HIPPY children being classified as average to very
advanced at pre and increasing to 85% at post;
• Florida HIPPY parents were more actively involved in their children’s academic development
and learning and were reading more to their children every day - 36% at pre to 46% at post;
• Florida HIPPY parents were providing more structure for their children to engage in HIPPY
activities and general learning - 60% of Florida HIPPY parents provided a set place for their
child to work on HIPPY activities at pre compared to 92% of parents providing this type of
structure at post testing.
Florida HIPPY sites have submitted pre and post assessments and questionnaires to the Florida
HIPPY Training and Technical Assistance Center. The data is currently being analyzed for year-end
reporting. We anticipate that student and parent outcomes for the 2015-16 fiscal year will yield
similar results to the previous year.
Stay tuned for more information on 2015-16 Florida HIPPY Results!

AL
ove of L
earning Be

Florida HIPPY
Programs
100 100

Books

Days

Reading
Challenge

Florida HIPPY Families Read
Thousands of Books in 100 Days
Mary Reed, Training Coordinator

Congratulations to the 14 HIPPY programs
including 341 HIPPY children and their
families who participated in the second
annual “100 Books in 100 Days” Reading
Challenge! These families accepted the
challenge to read a minimum of one book
each day for 100 days from November 9,
2015 through February 23, 2016. Each
day, parents kept a record of all books read
together with their HIPPY child. These
reading logs were gathered by participating
HIPPY programs at the end of the ReadA-Thon, which helped calculate the 31,579
books that were read. Of the participating
families, 87 surpassed the challenge by
reading more than 100 books. Furthermore,
160 families met the challenge by reading
Dominik Rechtorik and Anita Morales
exactly 100 books; and 86 families read up
to 99 books read. Each participating HIPPY program will hold a final Read-A-Thon
celebration to recognize all participating families with certificates and additional
books. A special shout-out goes to Dominik Rechtorik and his mother, Anita
Morales of the Hillsborough HIPPY Parent Involvement Project, who read a total of
454 books!

100 Books in 100 Days
Reading Challenge

100 Books in 100 Days
Reading Challenge
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Alachua School Board of Alachua
County
Bradford Bradford County School
District
Broward Family Central, Inc.
Desoto Sarasota Family YMCA,
Inc.
Escambia Escambia County School
District, McMillian
Center
Franklin Panhandle Area
Educational Consortium
Gadsden Panhandle Area
Educational Consortium
Gulf North Florida Child
Development, Inc
Hamilton Exceptional Student
Education- Greenwood
School Campus
Hardee Sarasota Family YMCA,
Inc.
Hillsborough Bible-Based Fellowship
Church of Temple
Terrace, Inc.
Madison Panhandle Area
Educational Consortium
Manatee Manatee Community
Action Agency- Resource
Connection for Families
Marion Marion County Public
Schools
Miami-Dade Miami-Dade County
Public Schools AND
Family Central, Inc.
Monroe Early Learning Coalition
of Miami-Dade/Monroe
Counties
Palm Beach Center for Family
Services, Inc.
Pinellas R’Club Child Care, Inc.
Putnam Communities in Schools
of Northeast Florida
Sarasota Sarasota Family YMCA,
Inc.
Wakulla Panhandle Area
Educational Consortium

HIPPY Mission Statement
HIPPY partners with parents to prepare
their children for success in school.

HIPPY Success!

What the HIPPY Reading Challenge Did for Us
I am so thankful for the HIPPY Reading
Challenge experience that was offered to
my child Aslan and me.
He enjoyed himself a lot day after day, he
would motivate me to continue reaching
the goal of 100 books in 100 days. It was
a goal for me as a mother, and as a person
because I didn’t like to read out loud,
and most of the time I didn’t understand
what I was reading.
I asked myself, “How are we going to
accomplish this? 100 books is a lot,
where am I going to get 100 books?!
Will I be able to re-read the same books?” All of a sudden
everything changed. We noticed that each day I was
becoming more committed to meeting the goal.
Thanks to the HIPPY group meetings, we were able to
obtain a variety of books, and his grandparents gave him
books at Christmas too.

I took advantage of every reading
opportunity. For example, reading books in
a sofa bed at IKEA, public libraries, at the
doctor’s waiting room, at the Walmart aisle
reading Christmas books. We read in his
Grandfather’s patio while it rained, out at
the pool if it was sunny, at Chick-Fil-A and
McDonalds.
OH! And what a surprise! My husband
Alvin acknowledged us for the strength and
dedication with a homemade reading award
for reading 100 books. He gave us trophies,
and bought a bingo game for Aslan that we
played that night to celebrate our family accomplishment.
Finally, we were able to reach 100 books a month before
the end of the reading challenge. Of course we were so
happy and proud we shared our pictures with our family to
show them that we met our goal. We knew we were already
winners. Thanks to my son Aslan and the reading challenge.

— Liliana Reyes and Aslan Martinez

HIPPY WORKS!!

How Can I Help? Make a Donation Today!
Checks payable to: USF Foundation (Memo Line: Acct # 530004 HIPPY Services Fund)
Please send all donations to: Florida HIPPY Foundation Account, 13301 Bruce B. Downs Blvd., MHC 2113A, Tampa, FL 33612
The USF Foundation is a not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization.

Supported by funds from The Children’s Board of Hillsborough County and Florida’s
Office of Early Learning in collaboration with the University of South Florida.
Events, activities, programs, and facilities of the University of South Florida are
available to all without regard to race, color, marital status, sex, religion, national
origin, disability, age, Vietnam or disabled veteran status as provided by law and in
accordance with the University’s respect for personal dignity.

