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Mary Lindsey, Ph.D., HIPPY State Director

F

lorida HIPPY continues to shine
in spite of budget reductions and
many other funding challenges.
We are looking forward to another
outstanding year for Florida HIPPY
parents and children. Actually some
programs have experienced growth
and developed strong collaborative
partnerships and advisory committees
during this program year. The lessons
learned from the Marion County HIPPY
pilot site on the revision to the age three curriculum will be used
during the statewide HIPPY Orientation Regional Trainings. HIPPY
Coordinator Meetings will be used to discuss the changes in deliverables
and outcomes for the program year. The HIPPY Research Agenda will
continue to measure the readiness of HIPPY Children as they enter
kindergarten and how involved parents are in the education of their
children. Parent Involvement, a key component to the HIPPY Model is
the perfect introduction to the article I would like to share with all of our
readers. I was touched and encouraged by the courage and commitment
of this HIPPY Mother and thought it would be a refresher as to why we
work so hard on behalf of children and families in Florida.
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Education Matters
Larry Lee, Alabama HIPPY Advisory Board Chair

S

ometimes you come across
courage in the darnest places.
For sure I did not expect to
find it on a recent June afternoon in a
bare mobile home down a dirt road in
Southwest Alabama.
It’s my great pleasure to chair the state
advisory board for HIPPY (Home
Instruction for Parents of Pre-School
Youngsters). This is a pre-K program
where parent-educators visit homes
once a week for 30 weeks to review
that week’s lesson, usually with the mother, who then teaches it to their child for
that week. It works wonders for both kids and mothers.
Earlier this year I attended the Clarke County HIPPY graduation. During the
event, director Jane Sellers introduced a 33-year old mother of two HIPPY kids.
The mother made a short, impassioned speech about what the program has meant
to her and her son and daughter.
So this hot afternoon I met Jane at the Wal-Mart parking lot in Jackson and off we
went to meet this mother.
We’ve all heard the expression, “you can’t get there from here.” This afternoon was
about as close to that as I’ve ever come.
We drove east for 13 miles, then turned onto a dirt road where the sign said
Nub’s Haircuts. About two miles later we turned onto another dirt road. Thank
goodness I had a guide.
In a bit we came to a “settlement” of mostly old mobile homes scattered helter
skelter amongst the pine trees and kudzu vines. About the kindest thing you can
say about the mobile home our mother lives in is that hopefully it is dry when it
rains. Since it is not air-conditioned, the doors and windows were wide open. The
“living room” was mainly bare. An old couch, two old chairs. No TV. No dining
table. No stove or refrigerator. The only thing on the walls were thumbtacked
HIPPY certificates.
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If poverty comes in shades (and no doubt it does) then I was in the middle of
something very deep and dark. This was not the first such mobile home I’ve
visited. Still, it was a jolt.

The mother was born very premature and has been troubled with health issues all
her life. Illness forced her out of high school midway through the 10th grade. She
gets a disability check each month of less than $600. She does not have a car.
Why is she involved in HIPPY? Because she is praying that her son and daughter
will someday have a better life than she has and she wants them to get all the
education they can.
And how dedicated is she to this goal? Last October Clarke County HIPPY held
a health fair at Grove Hill Elementary. They had hearing and vision screening
and lots of other things regarding health. The mother wanted to take her
children. But she could not find a ride. So with two pre-schoolers in tow, she set
off walking toward Grove Hill 18 miles away. Even more incredible is the fact
that she is crippled and walking is very, very difficult. Fortunately, after about a
mile someone stopped and gave them a ride.
It is an amazing story about one mother’s love and dedication in the face of
difficult circumstances that few of us will ever know.
Equally inspiring to me is the
dedication of Jane Sellers and
her group of parent-educators
who are willing to work in such
situations and to greet everyone
with a smile and a kind word.
She was not a stranger in this
rag-tag community. She greeted
person after person by their first
name and asked about their
children. A group of four young
boys flagged her down to speak
to her as we drove away.
I will never forget that June afternoon in the pine thickets of Clarke County
when I came face-to-face with the courage of one mother, the total desperation
that engulfs some of our fellow citizens and the willingness of some to lend a
helping hand.
Author’s note: This article is adapted from an email sent earlier to friends
throughout the state. In response, Goodwill Easter Seals of the Gulf Coast
has arranged for this mother to receive a refrigerator, as well as a temporary
wheelchair ramp after she has surgery in August.

Larry Lee led the study, Lessons Learned from Rural Schools, and is a long-time
advocate for public education and frequently writes about education issues.
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HIPPY Mission Statement
HIPPY programs empower parents as primary educators of their children
in the home and foster parent involvement in school and community life
to maximize the chances of successful early school experiences.

New — Human Participant
Research & Ethics Training Now
Available for Florida HIPPY Staff
Marsha Black, PhD, Florida HIPPY Researcher

During the past ten years, Florida HIPPY programs have participated in
several research studies at the University of South Florida (USF) that were
approved and reviewed yearly by the USF Institutional Review Board (IRB).
Currently, the Florida HIPPY longitudinal study that began in 2005 has
been approved to continue collecting data from parents and the Florida
Department of Education. Since all data collection in Florida HIPPY research has been done by the
HIPPY coordinators and home visitors, the Florida HIPPY Training and Technical Assistance Center
wanted a formal training module available to all Florida HIPPY staff on the best practices of research and
data collection.
Dr. Marsha Black and Dr. Debra Mowery in partnership with the Florida HIPPY Training and Technical
Assistance Center developed a Human Participant Research and Ethics Training module that will be
presented in-person to home visitors at the home visitors’ orientation trainings in August. The module
will also be available online in September. Topics in the module include role of a data collector, the IRB,
voluntary participation, informed consent, personal privacy, protection of personal information, response
to participant questions, and the Florida HIPPY longitudinal study. The module also provides information
on following study procedures, documenting answers to questions in a legible and clear way, recording
the information with honesty and accuracy, following the informed consent process and ways of showing
respect for participants whether or not they agree to participate in the study.

How Can I Help? Make a Donation Today!
Checks payable to: USF Foundation (Memo Line: Acct # 530004 HIPPY Services Fund)
Please send all donations to: Florida HIPPY Foundation Account, 13301 Bruce B. Downs Blvd., MHC 2113A, Tampa,

Supported by funds from Florida’s Office of Early Learning in collaboration with the University of South Florida.
Events, activities, programs, and facilities of the University of South Florida are available to all without regard to race, color, marital status,
sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, Vietnam or disabled veteran status as provided by law and in accordance with the University’s
respect for personal dignity.

